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1. PURPOSE


1.1
To bring members up to date with progress in producing a borough wide play strategy and resulting bid to the Big Lottery for support with play projects.


1.2
Relevance to the Council’s Ambitions and Priorities:

· The contents of this report contribute to the Council’s ambitions for making peoples lives      safer and healthier and protecting and enhancing the environmental quality of the area.

2.
BACKGROUND


2.1
In March 2006, committee were informed of the opportunities for developing play provision in the Ribble Valley through investment via the Big Lottery.

2.2

A sum of £200,000 was earmarked for the Ribble Valley which could be accessed through the production of a play strategy and key projects that delivered those strategic outcomes.


2.3
A ‘Play Alliance’ made up from representatives across the play sector was established to ensure that a wide cross section of the community was involved in the development of the strategy.


2.4
There was a significant amount of interest when the £200,000 investment was announced, with many organisations feeling they could access the fund to improve their play areas.  The guidance from Play England however made it clear that the investment was for a small number of high profile/impact projects that could demonstrate delivery of Play Strategy priorities.

3.
CURRENT SITUATION


3.1
The Play Strategy (enclosed) and Big Lottery application are now complete and received the endorsement of the Play Alliance.

3.2
They were then submitted to the Big Lottery for assessment with a decision expected early December.


3.3
The purpose of the strategy is to:

· Address the play needs of children and young people in the Ribble Valley.

· Provide increased opportunities.

· Identify current provision.

· Promote consultation and community improvement.

· Provide clear priorities for future provision.

· Ensure sustainability.

· Promote creative and innovative approaches to play.

· Assist in attracting funding for improved opportunities.

· Communicate and raise the profile of play provision.

3.4
Three priority projects emerged from the strategy which identified rural opportunities and  provision for older young people as currently lacking.  The projects are:

· Mobile skate park to deliver activities in rural locations.

· Adventure play facility in Longridge.

· Woodland play facility at Calderstones.


3.5
The total value of the three projects, including a contribution from the council’s capital programme, is £244,000 which represents a significant investment in children’s play for the Ribble Valley.

4
ISSUES


4.1
In order to access the funds described, they must be administered through an ‘accountable body’.  The Big Lottery have identified local authorities to fulfil this role.  From the borough council’s perspective, this means we shall administer the funding, making the relevant financial returns to the Big Lottery in accordance with their protocols.


4.2
Given that two out of the three projects will be delivered by the council, this is not seen as being particularly onerous.


4.3
There is provision within the bid to fund officer time for the development and administration of the projects.

5.
RISK ASSESSMENT


The approval of this report may have the following implications:

· Resources
- there are no financial implications, other than those already identified within existing budgets.  There is provision within the projects to cover staff time.

· Technical, Environmental and Legal – the protocols laid down by the Big Lottery for financial arrangements will have to be observed.     

· Political – the leadership of the council is seen as key to the success of the Play Alliance and delivery of the strategy and associated projects.

· Reputation – as above.

6.
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE

6.1 Note the contents of the report.

6.2 Endorse the adoption of the Play Strategy and establishment of the Play Alliance.

6.3 Endorse the delivery of the three projects identified by the Play Alliance.

6.4 Recommend to Policy and Finance Committee that the borough council act as accountable body for the lottery grant.

JOHN C HEAP

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES

Background Papers - None 

For further information please contact Chris Hughes 01200 414479
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