	MINUTE NUMBERS 670 



Minutes of Licensing Committee
Meeting Date:

Thursday, 3 February 2005 starting at 7.00pm

Present:


Councillor K Butler (Vice Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance: Director of Legal Services and Environmental Health Manager. 

664

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors J Flitcroft, J Hill, M Ranson and C Sterry.

The Vice Chairman, Councillor Butler, informed the Members that the Chairman, Councillor Sterry was not well and asked the Director of Legal Services to send a letter to him expressing the Committee’s best wishes for a speedy recovery.

665

MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 29 November 2004 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Vice Chairman.

666

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest at the meeting.

667

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

668

PROGRESS REPORT

The Director of Legal Services submitted a report informing Committee on the progress being made to implement the Licensing Act 2003.  He referred to the one day training course which had taken place on Thursday, 9 December 2004 and reported on the feedback which had been given by those attending.

The Council's Statement of Licensing Policy had been approved by the Full Council and was available on the Council's website.  The Director of Legal Services was now preparing an information pack which would be sent to all existing licensees explaining what they needed to do to convert their existing licences to new licences under the Act.  An organisation known as Action with Communities in Rural England was also working to ensure that village and community halls were able to sustain their broad range of cultural activities once the Licensing Act came into force.  An information sheet for all management committees would be produced and could be obtained from local Rural Community Councils. 

The report also contained a copy of a letter which had been received from the Portman Group, whose role was to promote sensible drinking and to prevent alcohol misuse.  The letter gave details of a number of initiatives that the group was undertaking to promote responsible drinking.  

Details of a Home Office Consultation Document which set out the Government’s proposed response to the problems of alcohol fuelled violence was circulated with the report.  The Director of Legal Services informed Members that any views they might have would need to be submitted to the Home Office before 28 February 2005.

The Committee considered the Home Office consultation paper and in particular discussed the following areas:

· Alcohol disorder zones

· Under age sales

· Changing the culture of drinking

· Irresponsible promotions

The Committee were of the opinion that the consultation covered most of their areas of concern but felt that particular attention should be paid to the new legislation relating to ‘drinking up time’, arrangements for transport away from licensed premises and the situation relating to under age drinkers at off-licence premises.

RESOLVED:
That the report of the Director of Legal Services be received. 

669

LICENSING ACT 2003 – REGULATIONS

The Director of Legal Services submitted a report informing Committee about the regulations made under the Licensing Act 2003 which had been laid before parliament on 13 January 2005.  The regulations and orders covered the following matters:

· Personal licences

· Hearings

· Premises, licences and club premises certificates

· Transitional arrangements

· Licensing registers

He reminded Members that a detailed response had been made to the consultation papers in October 2004.  Many of the points made by the Council appeared to have been ignored, in particular the suggestion that Parish Councils should be added to the list of responsible authorities who had to be notified of applications for premises, licences and club premises certificates.

The Director of Legal Services informed Members that it was his intention to circulate a weekly list of licensing applications received to all Councillors and he recommended that a copy of this should be sent to Parish Councils.  

RESOLVED:
That the report of the Director of Legal Services be noted and his recommendation be approved. 

670

FEE LEVELS

The Director of Legal Services submitted a report informing Committee about the fee regulations made under the Licensing Act 2003 which had been laid before parliament on 20 January 2005.  Details of the fee regulations were set out in his report and an estimated income to Ribble Valley was also included. 

RESOLVED:
That the report of the Director of Legal Services be noted.

The meeting closed at 8.03pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Paul Timson (414403).
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