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1
PURPOSE

1.1
To inform Members on the findings of the consultation exercise with Calderstones residents on the provision of children’s’ play facilities.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities

· Council Ambitions – The measures in this report contribute to making peoples lives safer and healthier and protecting and enhancing the existing environmental quality of the area.

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
In March, Committee agreed to carry out a consultation exercise with Calderstones residents.

2.2
The Community Development Manager reported in July that a questionnaire  would be produced in consultation with ward councillors.

2.3
This was produced and distributed to all Calderstones residents and those immediately surrounding the estate.  

3
CURRENT SITUATION

3.1
We have been very encouraged with the interest shown with over 40% of households returning their questionnaires.

3.2
The questionnaire was split into three sections:

· Opinions on the location of the children’s play area

· Future use of the grassed area at the entrance

· Future use of the woodland area

3.3
The responses were broken down into:

· All responses

· Households with children

· Households with no children

3.4
A full analysis of the results can be found in the appendix but in summary, the key issues were identified:

· The majority of residents felt there was a need for more formal play areas.

· The best location is Fell View which is the site identified on the original estate design.

· The priority age group should be 5-10 year olds.

· There was a very mixed response when asked if there was a need for teenage facilities.  Households with children were generally in favour whilst those without were very much against any provision.  Perhaps of more concern was the tone of some comments which gave the impression of a zero tolerance of teenagers, suggesting that any facilities would attract anti-social behaviour and that teenagers should go into Whalley or beyond for their enjoyment.

· On future use of the grassed are the majority of households felt it ought to be developed into a ‘village green’ to enable informal activities.

· In terms of the woodland area, most households either with or without children, felt that it should once again, be developed as an informal recreation space including picnic areas, nature trails etc.

3.5
One very positive note was the fact that 25% of households expressed an interest in being involved in developing facilities on the estate.

4
ISSUES

4.1
The findings of the questionnaire more or less mirror the suggestions made by Committee in March.  Officers therefore intend to proceed with such works within the £75,000 identified, plus any external funding that can be identified.

4.2
One issue for Committee to consider is the provision of litter and dog bins which came out strongly in the responses.

5
RISK ASSESSMENT

5.1
The approval of this report may have the following implications

· Resources - £75,000 has been allocated for the whole project.  There may be additional resources through Play England and further negotiations will continue with the developer on their obligations to the Fell View play area.

· Technical, Environmental and Legal – There will undoubtedly be technical issues to resolve as each scheme develops.
· Political – None.

· Reputation – The consultation process has been well received by Calderstones residents.
6
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE

6.1
Note the contents of the report and survey and agree to officers, in conjunction with residents and ward councillors, to move to a detailed design phase.

6.2
Consider the additional requests for waste and dog bins.
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