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1.
PURPOSE

1.1
To ask you to consider the recommendation of the working group in respect of the Council’s Recreation, Culture and Sporting Excellence Grant programmes.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities:


· Council Ambitions:  This report contributes to making peoples’ lives safer and healthier and improving access for all.

· Community Priorities:  This report relates to the following priorities outlined in the Community Strategy:


Access for all


Community cohesion


Education and lifelong learning


Health and wellbeing


Culture

· Corporate Priorities:


 2.9 - Provide services for people where they live 

 2.10 - Improve accessibility for people in rural areas 

 2.11 - Improve access to services

 3.22 - Support others in the provision of cultural services

 3.33 - work to enhance sport and leisure opportunities in the borough
2.
BACKGROUND

2.1
The Council’s Sporting Excellence Grants seek to assist young talented sportsmen and women in their chosen activity, helping towards the expenses associated with competition, training and equipment.

2.2
The purpose of the Recreation/Culture Grants is to provide voluntary organizations with support for projects that enhance recreation and cultural provision.

3.
ISSUES

3.1
Each application was given careful consideration against the agreed criteria and reasons given for approval/rejection (see appendix).

3.2
Applications from Ribchester Festival and St Mary’s had not been received at the time of the meeting and so will need to be considered by Committee.

4
RISK ASSESSMENT

4.1
The approval of this report may have the following implications:

w Resources – A sum of £30,600 is available within the current budget for recreation grants and £3,200 for sporting excellence.  A transfer is, therefore, required to sporting excellence from recreation to cover the shortfall and cover the cost of the presentation evening.
w Technical, Environmental and Legal - none

w Political - none
w Reputation – both grant schemes are extremely well regarded by organizations and individuals and, therefore, presents the council in a good light.

5.
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE:
5.1
Endorse the proposals for Recreation / Culture and Sporting Excellence grant awards.

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES
For further information, please contact Chris Hughes 01200 414479

Background papers:  see appendix attached
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