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1.
PURPOSE

1.1
To invite members to consider a matter referred to this Committee from Overview & Scrutiny (Services) Committee.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s Ambitions & Priorities.

· Council ambitions: - none

· Council objections: - none

· Corporate priorities: - none

· Other considerations: - the Council has statutory powers to determine the name of a street and the numbers of the houses in that street.

2.
BACKGROUND

2.1
Attached at ‘A’ is the report presented to Overview & Scrutiny (Services) Committee an 27th June 2006 following a request from Councillor Beverley Jones to the Chief Executive that the procedures used for naming of streets in Ribble Valley be discussed by members of that Committee.

2.2
The report set out in some detail as to how the naming of streets has been carried out under delegated responsibility for many years now.

3.
ISSUES

3.1
Having considered the matter members of Overview & Scrutiny (Services) Committee made the following recommendation (Min 165);

· That it be recommended to Community Committee that Committee:

1. be asked to look again at the role of Members in the naming of streets;

2. consider the creation of a pool of street names to be used when naming individual streets;

3. reconsider the whole question of naming of streets after individuals whether alive or deceased; and

4. look at speeding up the process to comply with the requirements of the new land and property gazetteer.

3.2
At paragraph 2.6 of the attached report it is explained what the present delegated arrangements are for naming of streets and numbering of properties.

3.3
The naming of streets in Ribble Valley is a function which this Committee is ultimately responsible for.  Members will first need to consider whether or not to accept the referral of this matter from Overview & Scrutiny (Services) Committee.  If not then the matter need not go any further and existing arrangements would remain in place.  If members did however agree to the matter being considered then the proposals contained in the recommendation set out at 3.1 above would need to be addressed.

4.
RISK ASSESSMENT


Resources: - the work involved in the naming of new streets, the numbering of new properties and the changes to existing addresses is managed with existing resources in the Engineering Services Section of the Community Services Department.  Present arrangements are quite bureaucratic, time consuming and generally quite slow due to the involvement of various bodies in the process.  Anything to speed the process up and make it more efficient and effective would be welcomed. 


Technical, Environmental & Legal: - the Council has a statutory duty to name new streets and there is no obligation to consult with anyone during the process.


Political: - providing names that are chosen for streets have no obvious political connection then there are no political issues.


Reputation: - the choice of name for a new street can affect the reputation of the Council particularly where it is unpopular with the residents living in the properties fronting onto that street  ‘Foulsykes’ is an example from in Clitheroe where residents petitioned the Council several years ago for a change as they found the name offensive and the name was changed to ‘Barn Croft’.  The original name had been suggested by the Town Council on advice from a local historian.  The name of a street is important to those people who live in it more than anyone else and therefore such a matter can and has in the past affected the reputation of the Council.

5.
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE

5.1
Consider the matter as referred from Overview & Scrutiny (Services) Committee and;

5.2
Decide what, if any, action should be taken in light of the recommendations from Overview & Scrutiny (Services) Committee.

JOHN C HEAP

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES

Background Papers - None 

For further information please contact Graham Jagger on 01200 414523.
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