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1
PURPOSE

1.1
To inform Committee of Ribble Valley’s increased allocation of regional housing pot grant and the proposals for expenditure.  

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities

· Council Ambitions – To meet the identified housing need.

· Community Objectives – Housing.

· Corporate Priorities – Housing.

· Other Considerations – None.

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
The regional housing pot is awarded annually and has been used to fund the landlord/tenant grants, equity release loans and contributed towards the disabled facilities grants in the past.  The allocation for 2007/08 and 2008/09 was £200,000.  Ribble Valley’s allocation has annually been the lowest awarded in the north west with neighbouring authorities allocations listed in Appendix 1.

3
ISSUES

3.1
This year the formula for calculating the award was altered and Ribble Valley have received a 73% increase unlike our neighbouring authorities which have seen a significant decrease in their allocation.  Ribble Valley were awarded £347,000 in 2009/2010.  Please see attached letter and table confirming this allocation in Appendix 2.

3.2
Therefore, it is suggested that the additional money is used to

· Fund the approved discretionary disabled facilities grant to assist in rehousing a family where adaptation was not appropriate - £25,000.

· Develop an energy efficiency grant to offer free loft insulation and cavity wall insulation for over 60s or households on income related benefits in properties Council Tax bands A-D (for those households who cannot access a warm front scheme) - £10,000 budget.  

· Offer a £1,500 grant towards the installation of renewable energy sources (solar power, airsource heat pumps and ground source heat pumps installations) in properties Council Tax bands A-F - £15,000 budget.

· Increase the landlord/tenant budget by £40,000.

· Increase the DFG budget by £52,000.

· Increase the monies available for the tenancy protection scheme by £5,000.

4
RISK ASSESSMENT

4.1
The approval of this report may have the following implications
· 
Resources - Although Ribble Valley’s allocation has increased substantially, existing commitments mean that the amount remaining does not leave significant resources to deliver any new affordable development schemes or projects.  Therefore, it is felt that the money is used to utilised to support energy efficiency measures and existing initiatives.

· Technical, Environmental and Legal – None.
· Political – None.

· Reputation – The proposed initiatives ensure a significant number of households will benefit from the increased allocation.

5
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE
5.1
 Accept the suggested options for expenditure of the additional grant awarded.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE

For further information please ask for Rachael Stott

, extension 4567.
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