	



Minutes of Parish Councils’ Liaison Committee

Meeting Date:

Thursday, 26 March 2009 starting at 7.15pm

Present:

Marjorie Birch (Chairman)

Councillors:


Parish Representatives:

P Young


Balderstone

I Smith


 
Bashall Eaves & Great Mitton

D Blackledge


Bolton-by-Bowland

B Redhead


Clayton-le-Dale

R N Connor


Clitheroe 

J Cowling


Grindleton

P Morey 


Hothersall

F Priest


Longridge

C Parkinson


Longridge

A Dales


Mellor

R Whitwell


Pendleton

P Boardman


Ramsgreave

C Law 



Read

J D Waterhouse

Read

A Ormand


Ribchester

A Howarth


Sabden

I R Hirst


Simonstone

J Lawson


Slaidburn & Easington

K Staines


Waddington

R K Jackson


Waddington

C Cherry


West Bradford

M J Highton


Whalley

J Robinson


Wilpshire

In attendance: Chief Executive, Legal Services Manager and the Revenues and Benefits Manager.

969
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Borough Councillors D Berryman, E M H Ranson and C Ross and from the following Parish Representatives:

P Tyson


Aighton, Bailey & Chaigley

E Miller


Bowland Forest (Lower Division)

R Carr



Bowland Forest (Higher Division)

G H Sowter


Billington & Langho

M Robinson


Clitheroe 

I Wolstencroft


Clitheroe 

Ralph Assheton

Downham

N C Walsh


Mellor

R Whittaker


Rimington & Middop

and also on behalf of the Director of Development Services.

970
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 29 January 2009 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

971
MATTERS ARISING

Minute 797 – Healthy Valley Project – The Chairman reported that £12,000 had already been handed out in grants in connection with this project.  

972
FLOATING SUPPORT

The Chairman introduced James Collier, the Area Manager for Calico Housing in East Lancashire.  He pointed out that the service offered was free and was available to any vulnerable adult over the age of 16.  Whilst the take up in other East Lancashire authorities was oversubscribed, in Ribble Valley it was underused.  He pointed out that Calico ran a drop in session at Ribble Valley Borough Council offices on alternate Thursday afternoons.  

Members then asked a number of questions including whether Calico promoted their services with Social Services and the NHS, if there were links with Help Direct, and Citizens Advice Bureau and how they worked with drugs and alcohol services.  James commented that they already worked alongside agencies such as Social Services, the NHS, Help Direct and Citizens Advice Bureaus.  He was keen to increase Ribble Valley usage of the service in case one of the other East Lancashire areas took over our share of the market.  

RESOLVED:
That James Collier be thanked for his presentation and Parish Councils be urged to publicise the service in their village.

973
REVENUES AND BENEFITS SERVICE

The Chairman introduced Mark Edmondson, Revenues and Benefits Manager who gave details of the work of his section.  In particular, Mark gave details of the amounts of National Non Domestic Rates collected (11.5 million) and Council Tax (31 million).  He pointed out that 70% of Council Tax payers paid by Direct Debit.  Collection rates were high, 99.2% for Council Tax; 99.4% for Business Rates.  However, with recent changes in empty property legislation and the downturn in the economy, these high figures would be difficult to sustain.

In relation to the benefits section, he detailed the number of claims processed for both housing benefits and Council Tax benefit.  The Council had paid out £5 million in housing benefits and £2 million in Council Tax benefit.  

He commented that the Council wanted to boost the take up of Council Tax benefit.  Estimates showed that only 40% of pensioners who were eligible actually claimed this benefit.  Each year efforts were made to identify new cases.  To help Parish Councils he had produced a benefits estimator which helped to identify if a person qualified for Council Tax benefit.  He also highlighted that an article would appear in Ribble Valley News making people aware of unclaimed benefit.

Members then questioned Mark on bank debiting dates for Council Tax benefit, why the Council operated a 10 month rather than 12 monthly instalment regime, whether shops would still be liable for business rates even after going out of business, charges made for Giro payments and the Preston free system and whether businesses defaulting on payments were then a charge on Ribble Valley Council Tax payers.  

The Chief Executive commented on the excellent payment history of both Council Tax and business rates within the Ribble Valley.  He also praised the excellent work of the revenues and benefits section in collecting such a high proportion of monies due.

RESOLVED:
That Mark be thanked for his informative and interesting presentation.

974
REGISTER OF COUNCIL INTERESTS

The Legal Services Manager reported that the Standards Committee at its last meeting had asked the Monitoring Officer to write to all Councillors, including independent Members of the Standards Committee. providing a copy of their register entry, a form to amend or alter their registry entry and a guide issued by the Standards Board for England for their completion.  It had also asked that an item be included on the agenda for this Committee for discussion with Parish Councillors and Clerks.

She commented that the Local Government Act 2000 and subsequent Codes of Conduct, had required that Members of district, Parish, unitary, metropolitan, county and London borough Councils must register with the relevant Council Monitoring Officer details of their interests.  This had been done when Councillors took office in 2007.  

Responsibility for ensuring that the register was comprehensive and accurate and reflected any changes in circumstances is the responsibility of individual Councillors.  However, the Standards Committee had, within its remit,  responsibility for promoting compliance with statutory requirements.  The Standards Committee wished to ensure that Parish Council Clerks and Councillors were aware of the steps the Borough Council was taking to ensure that its Members were aware of their responsibilities.  In the event that Parish Council Clerks decided to carry out a similar exercise or required further forms for completion by their Members, these were available from the Council's website or by contacting the Legal Services Manager.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

975
THANKS TO DAVID MORRIS

The Chairman, on behalf of the Committee, thanked David Morris for his support of Parish Councils Liaison Committee and Parish Councils during his 12 years as Chief Executive, and wished him a long and happy retirement.  These sentiments were echoed by the Committee.  David responded appropriately and commented that he had enjoyed close working with all Parish Councils.

976
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The Chairman reported that this would be held on Thursday, 11 June 2009 starting at 7.15pm.  She also announced that she was standing down as Chairman of this Committee and reminded Members that any Chairman must be a Parish Councillor who was not a Borough Council.  

RESOLVED:
That

1.
the resignation of the Chairman be noted with regret; and

2.
the Community Development Officer write to all Parish Clerks informing them of this vacancy and inviting nominations for Chairman.

The meeting closed at 8.05pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Stewart Bailey (414491).




S Brunskill


G Geldard


R Hargreaves


T Hill


B Hilton


S Hore


I Sayers


D Taylor
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