	



Minutes of Licensing Committee
Meeting Date:

Thursday, 2 February 2006 starting at 7pm

Present:

Councillor C Sterry (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance: Chief Executive, Director of Development Services, Acting Legal Services Manager, Licensing Officer (Enforcement).

Also in attendance:

707

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors B Collis, J F Flitcroft and J Holgate.

708

MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 24 November 2005 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

709

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

(a)
Minute 562 – Taxi Enforcement Issue


Councillor Ranson referred to this Minute from the meeting on 24 November 2005 and asked for an update on the situation of taxis being allowed to park and pick up customers on Lowergate car park, Clitheroe, particularly on Friday and Saturday night.  The acting Legal Services Manager again reported that both the police and Lancashire County Council had no objections to this arrangement.  She also commented on the ongoing investigations by Lancashire County Council into providing extra taxi ranks in Clitheroe town centre.


Whilst there were clearly some concerns about the practice of vehicles parking on Lowergate car park it was felt that this was the best solution, but was by no means perfect.

RESOLVED:
That

1.
the matter be noted at this stage;  and

2.
any applications for taxi rank extensions should be submitted to the Licensing Committee for their consideration.

710

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest at the meeting.

711

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

712

LICENSING ENFORCEMENT PROTOCOL

The Licensing Officer (Enforcement) asked Committee to consider and approve the draft Joint Enforcement Protocol between responsible authorities with regard to the provisions of the Licensing Act 2003.  

Section 182 guidance issued by the Department of Culture, Media and Sport, strongly recommends that licensing authorities establish protocols with the local police on enforcement issues.  This provides for a more efficient deployment of licensing authority staff and police officers who were commonly engaged in enforcing licensing law and the inspection of licensed premises.  These protocols provide for the targeting of agreed problem and high risk premises which required greater attention.  

A draft protocol had been compiled following consultation with neighbouring East Lancashire authorities.  In addition, this document had been discussed and agreed with representatives of the police and fire services.  Copies have recently been forwarded to Trading Standards and Social Services for their consideration and comments.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee

1.
approve the draft Licensing Enforcement Protocol attached to this report; and

2.
authorise the Chief Executive to sign the document on behalf of the Council and arrange agreement and signature with the other responsible authorities.

713

CONSULTATION ON DRAFT REGULATIONS RELATING TO 




IMPLEMENTATION OF THE GAMBLING ACT 2005

The acting Legal Services Manager asked for Committee’s views in framing a response to a Consultation Paper issued by the Gambling Commission entitled “Guidance to Licensing Authorities”.  The document was a lengthy consultation paper totalling 133 pages.  

The timetable for further guidance and consultation was set out.  

The Consultation Paper was split into four sections and covered the following main areas:

· The Gambling Act 2005;

· licensing framework;

· the role of the Gambling Commission;

· the role of licensing authorities;

· principles to be applied by licensing authorities;

· licensing authorities statement of licensing policy;

· betting premises;

· permits;

· matters raised as issues for consultation;

RESOLVED:
That Committee

1.
note the framework set out by the legislation;  and

2.
instruct the Acting Legal Services Manager to respond to the Gambling Commission on behalf of Committee. 

714

PROGRESS REPORT 

(a)
Inspections and Complaints


The Licensing Officer (Enforcement) reported that it had been quiet before Christmas in terms of complaints relating to licensed premises.  She had developed good working relationships with the police, fire and rescue service and local licensees via the two Pub Watch Schemes.  She gave details of recent visits in response to complaints.

She commented that her enforcement role involved dealing with complaints and routine inspections or premises for compliance with the licence conditions.  

RESOLVED:
That the report of the Licensing Officer (Enforcement) be noted.

(b)
Licences


The acting Legal Services Manager gave an update on the progress of licensing applications made under the new Licensing Act 2003 including the new temporary event notice provisions.  She reported that as at 20 January 2006 the Council had received 308 personal licences with 306 being issued, had received 198 alcohol premises licences with 196 being issued and had received 25 club licence applications with 25 being issued.


She also reported on applications which were pending and which were the subject of Hearings. 

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted. 


The meeting closed at 8.42pm

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Diane Rice (414418).
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