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1
PURPOSE

1.1
To seek Committee’s approval for a review of the Members Register of Interests.

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
The Local Government Act 2000, requires the Monitoring Officer to maintain a Register of Members’ interests. 

2.2
The Register is held by the Monitoring Officer and is available for public inspection.

2.3
Members are required to inform the Monitoring Officer of any changes to their register entries.

2.4
This Committee considered the Council’s arrangements for “refreshing the register” and resolved that Members should periodically be invited to check their register of interests forms to ensure that these remain accurate.

2.5
In addition the Monitoring Officer has received queries from Members seeking confirmation as to the details of what they need to register.

2.6.
Committee may therefore consider it would be appropriate to include with the invitation to Members to revisit their register of interest forms, a copy of their existing entry, a further form for completion in the event of any changes, and a copy of the Standards Board guidance in relation to the register interests.

2.7
Attached at Appendix 1 is a copy of the form currently in use for registering Members’ interests.

2.8
The form has been in use for some time, and was amended following the introduction of the new Code of Conduct in 2007.

2.9
The Monitoring Officer has made enquiries of the Standards Board for England and no model register of Members’ interests form is produced by the Standards Board, however before the forms are sent out to Members it was felt appropriate for the Standards Committee to have an opportunity to consider whether the form would benefit from expansion or alteration.

2.10
Members of the Parish Councils are also required to register their interests – this register is usually compiled with the assistance of Parish Clerks who provide details of register entries to this Council.  Arrangements are already in hand to remind Parish Clerks of the requirements for registration of their Members interests.

3
RISK ASSESSMENT

3.1
The approval of this report may have the following implications:

· Resources - 
}

· Technical, Environmental and Legal - 
}

· Political - 

}

· Reputation - 


}
4
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE

4.1
Instruct the Monitoring Officer to write to all Members providing a copy of their existing register entry, a form to amend or alter their register entry and the guidance issued by the Standards Board for England.

LEGAL SERVICES MANAGER

For further information please ask for Diane Rice, extension 4418.

(11020903)

DECISION





The register is available for public inspection.  Members are required to inform the Monitoring Officer of any changes, the exercise proposed will assist Members.
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