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1. PURPOSE

1.1. To inform committee of progress on various aspects of sports development and indoor leisure provision.

1.2. Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities:


· Council Ambitions – many of the initiatives reported here are intended to make services more accessible to disadvantaged groups and to protect and enhance the existing environmental quality of our area. 

· Community Objectives – the issues covered in this report offer cultural opportunities, promote the development of sustainable tourism and help improve the environment of the area. 

· Corporate Priorities – partnership working is central to many of these projects, which are intended to improve the well-being of people in the Ribble Valley. 

· Other Considerations – none identified.

2.
RIBBLE VALLEY COMMUNITY SAFETY PARTNERSHIP

2.1
Ribble Valley Community Safety Partnership is currently finalising it's 'Partnership Plan' for 2008 -2011. This will be agreed at its next meeting on 24/7/08.

2.2
On Thursday 10 July the' Big Drink Debate' comes to Clitheroe from 10am to 2pm on Booth's Car Park and will focus on 'The Watering Hole' which is a mobile bottled drinks unit which is owned by East Lancashire Primary Care Trust. This has been used in East Lancashire towns as a 'safer drinking' initiative.

2.3
The aim for the day is to get people to complete a questionnaire about their drinking habits so that an accurate database can be compiled on our alcohol intake. In addition to the health aspects of reducing alcohol we are also concerned to address the issue of alcohol fuelled crime which can cause Anti-Social Behaviour, Criminal Damage and Common Assaults.  Staff from the Police, Young Peoples' Service and the Borough Council will be on hand to talk to members of the public about this initiative. Alcohol fuelled crime is one of the CSP's big targets for the next three years and awareness raising with the general public over the amount of alcohol being consumed is a key factor in the campaign.

3.
HEALTHY TOWNS

3.1
As part of a £30m Healthy Communities Challenge Fund, towns are being invited to come up with innovative ways to improve health outcomes for their inhabitants.

3.2
The scheme aims to address some of the most deprived areas in terms of health and so, if we were to submit an individual bid then our chances of success would be slim.  We will, therefore, work in partnership with the PCT and commit to a pan east Lancashire bid. Ensuring that our priorities are incorporated.  Initial bids are to be developed by 11 July and, if successful, move to the next level of developing detailed proposals.

4
PLAYBUILDERS

4.1
Further funding is to be made available for developing play opportunities, following on from the Big Lottery Play initiative, where we received £200,000 to develop three projects.  Being co-ordinated by the County Council, we have been asked to submit an initial expression of interest, containing three projects.  The projects can be new or refurbished facilities and need to demonstrate alleviating deprivation, demonstrating innovation and involving communities in design and construction.

4.2
Given the short notice, we have not been able to consult with the Play Forum and so had to chose projects we felt could achieve the stated objectives.  The three projects put forward are, therefore, Salthill Park, Henthorn Park and the proposed outdoor space at the Castle.  These are only expressions of interest and so there may be opportunities to include others if they can demonstrate need against the stated priorities.

5
EXTENSION OF HEALTH WALK CO-ORDINATOR POST

5.1
We have received notification of funding to extend the Health Walk Co-ordinator post from part time to full time.

5.2
This will enable the Council to extend the remit of the post to include other ‘health enhancing’ outdoor activities such as cycling.

5.3
The funding is for three years and is the result of a successful bid made to the East Lancashire PCT Partnership scheme.  The Council will receive £10,000 a year from PCT partnership and also receive funding from East Lancs PCT for this service.  The Outdoor Health Officer will sit within the Healthy Lifestyle Team as part of the Community Development Department.

6
SUMMER ACTIVITY PROGRAMME

6.1
A children’s summer activity programme has been planned this year in conjunction with the Extended Schools Officer.  In addition to the usual range of sporting activities/events organised by the Council, staff at village venues and leisure facilities, information about activities being organised by schools and children’s centres is also contained in the promotional brochure.

6.2
An application for funding to assist with transporting children to the playscheme activity venues has been submitted and approved by the Strategy and Inclusion team at Lancashire County Council.  This will enable provision for community transport to make predetermined collection and drop offs and help address what is a perceived rural isolation problem for some children.

6.3
There are 10,000 brochures to be circulated to children containing a wide range of opportunities over the six week holiday period.

7
LANCASHIRE YOUTH GAMES

7.1
The organisation of interschool trials and competitions on eight sports culminated at the Lancashire Youth Games in Blackpool at the end of June.  Ribble Valley entered approximately 80 participants and was successful in achieving gold winners awards in athletics and netball.  This is a remarkable achievement given the comparatively small number of schools/children in Ribble Valley.

8
EXTENDED SCHOOLS

8.1
The sports development section will be receiving financing to deliver activities for targeted children who fall into the ‘semi sporty’ category.  In an attempt to attract more children aged between 5-16 and young people 16-19 into sport and activity outside school/college, the districts in Lancashire are co-ordinating various programmes to help towards the five hour sports offer for children and young people.

8.2
In Ribble Valley over the next year 2008/09 there will be a basketball roadshow at Longridge Sports Centre, Roefield Leisure Centre and Oakhill Academy.  Orienteering across four locations in the borough for those in school years 7 and 8 and canoeing delivered by the canoe club at Chatburn lodge.  It is predicted that approximately 1200 children will benefit from the programme.

9.
CONCLUSION

9.1
Committee note the contents of the report
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DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES

Background Papers - None 

For further information please contact Chris Hughes 01200 414479

Ref: CH/WA/CW/SW/July 08 General Report

INFORMATION












