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1
PURPOSE
To ask members to endorse the recommendations of the working group regarding the provision of Recreation/Culture and Sporting Excellence grant.


Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities:

· Council Ambitions – This report contributes to making peoples lives safer and healthier.

· Community Objectives – Contributing to community cohesion, access for all and improving the health and well-being of local people

· Corporate Priorities - Providing access to all

· Other Considerations - none

2
BACKGROUND

2.1 Recreation/Culture grants are available to voluntary organisations to deliver specific projects that support participation in recreation/cultural activity. They can be either revenue or capital projects. Lesser priorities are ongoing running costs, clothing/kit and transports costs.

2.2 Sporting Excellence grants recognise levels of achievement by young people in their chosen sport. They also recognise the amount of effort put in to achieve such goals by both themselves and parents/guardians.

3
ISSUES

3.1 The working group have considered each application using agreed criteria and their recommendations can be found in appendix 1

3.2 New criteria for assessing sporting excellence grants has been developed which provides for a more detailed analysis of applications. This, and the working groups recommendations, can be found in appendix 2

4
RISK ASSESSMENT

The approval of this report may have the following implications:

· Resources – The total available budget stands at £41,445, which is made up of next year’s allocation of £30,600 plus £10,845, which is carried over from this year.  The allocation under sporting excellence is £3280. The slight overspend on sporting excellence will be covered in the balance from recreation grants. The total projected spend, including sporting excellence overspend is £36,340, leaving a balance of £5,105 which will allow grants for other applications that appear throughout the year.

· Technical, Environmental and Legal - none
· Political - none

· Reputation – Both schemes are well received and demonstrate the Council’s support to local community groups and rising sports stars
5
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE

Endorse the recommendations of the working group for both recreation/culture and sporting excellence grants.

John C Heap

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES

BACKGROUND PAPERS - Working Group proposals
For further information please contact Chris Hughes 01200 414479
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