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1
PURPOSE

1.1
To inform Housing Committee about the bids for affordable housing that have been submitted to the Housing Corporation in respect of sites within the Ribble Valley area.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities

· Council Ambitions – to match the supply of homes in our area with identified housing need.

· Community Objectives – Housing.

· Other Considerations – None.

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
Over the last six month period many of our partner Registered Social Landlords (RSLs) have been undertaking the assessment of potential sites/schemes for development within the Ribble Valley area during the period 2008-2011.  This process culminated in the following bids to the Housing Corporation in respect of a number of sites within Ribble Valley. Attached at appendix A are details of the bids.

2.2
The Housing Corporation forwards these bids onto the Local Authority and requests comments, particularly with regards to deliverability and housing needs in respect of each scheme.  Attached at Appendix B are the completed forms from Ribble Valley Borough Council.

3
Next Stage

3.1
The Housing Corporation will be considering the information provided by the Local Authority and judging the bids against others submitted within the North West Region.  In determining the successful bids they consider the regional priorities, local housing need and deliverability. The normal timescale for knowing which schemes have been successful is usually around 3 months but we have been advised that the Housing Corporation are attempting to reduce the timescales this year and we may well have an indication on some schemes prior to Christmas.

3.2
To summarise, the schemes that have gone forward for consideration for new development are in the villages of Mellor, Whalley, Sabden and Ribchester.  Two bids have also been made for purchase of existing satisfactory properties and there is also an application for a ‘hold’ scheme which is a new government initiative. This scheme is designed to assist clients who require substantially adapted properties due to disability.  Detailed information is limited but the intention is that RSL’s purchase a suitable property on the open market and then make it available to the client on a shared ownership or rental basis. 

3.3
The total amount of grant requested is £3.5m.  If all schemes were successful this would result in an overall investment in Ribble Valley Housing of £6.5m, again if all schemes were successful it would result in the increase in the number of units within Ribble Valley area of 84, of which 37 would be rental.

3.4
It is important to note that whilst the bidding round this time is for the period 2008 – 2011, the Housing Corporation will not be committing the full amount of grant available at this time. This is to give the opportunity of in year bids being put forward during the next three years.  This is particularly important to Ribble Valley as, should the stock transfer take place, the new organisation would be keen, in partnership with its parent company, to develop new accommodation within the Ribble Valley area and in year bids would give them this opportunity.  

4
RISK ASSESSMENT

4.1
The approval of this report may have the following implications
· Resources – None.

· Technical, Environmental and Legal – None.
· Political – None.

· Reputation – None.

5
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE
5.1
 Note the contents of the report and receive a further report on the outcome of the bids. 

For further information please ask for 

Christine Grimshaw or Rachael Stott on, extensions 4469 and 4567. 
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