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1
PURPOSE

1.1
To inform Committee of the register facility which is now available on the Council's website and provides information in relation to premises licences, personal licences, taxi and private hire vehicle, driver and operator licences.  

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities

· Council Ambitions - 
}

· Community Objectives - 
}

· Corporate Priorities -  
}

· Other Considerations - 
}

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
The Council uses a system called Lalpac to administer the registration of licensed premises and licensed vehicles and drivers.  

2.2
The Council opted to upgrade to Lalpac enterprise which provides a web based register.  

2.3
The effect of this is that anybody with access to the Internet can, by visiting the Council's website, find out certain details in relation to licences.  

2.4
In relation to private hire and hackney vehicles and drivers, private hire operators and personal licence holders (alcohol), the licence details available will be the name, licence number, date the licence is issued and the date the licence expires.

2.5
In relation to premises licences, details of the licence holder and date of issue are available but further information can also be obtained by selecting the premises licence number which will then show the terms of the premises licence, ie the conditions, the hours etc.

2.6
In addition, the system has a search function accessed by ward.

2.7
Concern has been expressed by Members as to access to information relating to their wards.  This can now be obtained by visiting the Council's website - selecting 

· Legal Services (under the local information heading), 

· Public Register (under the heading information on Legal Services)

· Click here for Public Register - selecting premises register and entering the name of the premises, and/or the ward in which the premises are situated.  

2.8
Not only can the ward can be searched against but also he search facility includes a box which when ticked, will limit the search to show only premises with applications that can have representations made against them.  

2.9
These are the applications which Councillors can make representations about, providing they are able to do so within the regulations.

3
ISSUES

3.1
The Council's Communications Officer is to prepare a report for the local press alerting members of the public to the pitfalls arising from using taxis and private hire vehicles over the festive season.  As part of this exercise publicity will be given to the new facility provided by the public register facility.

4
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE
4.1

Note the report.

LEGAL SERVICES MANAGER 

For further information please ask for Catherine Moore

, extension 4454.

INFORMATION





The Council has a statutory duty to provide a public register under the Licensing Act 2003.  This facility will be useful for members of the public.
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